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Speaker of the Leg islature w ill appoint one member from the
Legislature. Tha t makes five. T hese people will then select
members fr o m va r i o u s na med ent i t i es t ot al i ng ei gh t . Each en t i t y
wil l b e al l owed t o se l e c t o n e p e r s on fr o m i t s g r ou p t o be p l ac e d
on this commission. There is a provision that says any m oney
r eal i ze d f r om a gr a n t t h at h a d b e e n pu t i n t o t he D e p a r t ment o f
Agri c u l t u r e t h a t wou l d c o m e f r om t h e Na t i o n al Ru r a l De v e l o p m en t
Partnership, any money th a t ca me from that source would have
75 percent of it, up to $300,000, go to this commission. The
reason we are where we are today is because money had been taken
f rom t h i s c o mm i ss i o n du r i ng t he l a st sp e c i a l se ss i o n . Wh e n w e
came into reg u l a r sess i o n , i t was det e r m in ed t h a t s i nc e n o m oney
is th e r e f o r t h e c ommi s s i on t o op e r a t e , t h e l an gu a g e t h a t
created the commission should be taken from the statute. It was
s ta te d du r i n g t he d eb a t e o n t h a t b i l l t h a t t h e co m m i s s i o n w o u ld
seek nonprofit status and go after grants. It was known that is
the approach the commission would take. There were groups that
you could roughly label grass-roots organizations that got
together, pooled what expertise they had, to put together a
g ran t t h at , i n f a c t , wa s s ub mi t t e d t o t he U .S . De p a r t m en t o f
Agr i c u l t u r e . Unb e k n o w ns t t o t h em u n t i l t he h amm e r f e l l , t h e
Governor had u ndermined t h e i r ef f or t by sub m i t t i ng a gr a n t a l so .
Because two grants came from the same state and it's the only
si tua t i o n l i ke t hat t ha t occu r r e d i n t hi s cou nt r y , bot h wer e
sent back. Fourteen senators had a meeting with the Governor to
determine what was going on and what could be done to smooth out
this situation. It was at that meeting that the Governor dealt
with our colleagues in a very rough, heavy-handed, discourteous
fashion. The re were statements made by him which showed an
utter disregard for our colleagues, for the Legislature, for
those rural interests that had worked together to put together
the grant. He made it crystal-clear that he is a ' Repel i c a n , '
the President of the United States is a ' Repel i c a n , ' so h e w o u l d
d ef i n i t e l y h a v e t h e i n s i de t r a c k a n d h i s de s i r e s wou l d b e
carried out for those political reasons. N ore can be said on
that as the discussion progresses, but I'm trying to give you an
overview of wha t ha s happened that has brought us to where we
a re now. I got into this issue an d to o k it on beca use it
transcends a dispute between two philosophies. It goes to the
integrity of the Legislature and our process. We acted as a
Legislature to remove this commission from the statute with the
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